CHAPTER IX
MARTIAL MUSIC AND TRAVELOGUES
FOR a people consecrated to the paths of Mahatma Gandhi,
the Indians are showing a remarkable degree of pride in
their Armed Forces. No one who wants to see a peaceful
world is in the least likely to criticise that aspect of the out-
come of independence ; but it is rather interesting to note
the change of tone which has taken place in Indian printed
and public utterances on the subject of their defence forces.
Nor is the new realism limited to friendly press references
and laudatory speeches by politicians. India is devoting a
very large share of the national income to the maintenance
and improvement of these forces. In the Budget for 1948-
49, nearly as much was set aside for defence as for the
combined civil needs of the country. The exact proportion
was i2i to 136.
At the time of partition, about one-third of the defence
forces went to Pakistan and two-thirds to India. Both of
the new states were extremely short of senior officers in the
initial stages, since the number of Indians who had reached
high rank under British rule was relatively limited. However,
there had been a big advance in that respect during the
Second World War, with the result that the new Indian
Army was able to function with the assistance of a negligible
number of British officers who had stayed in the service to
train their successors. The same is true of the Indian Naval
and Air Forces.
It might have been expected, and indeed it was gravely
feared in more than one quarter, that the Gandhian doctrine
of satyagraha, or non-violence, would lead to Indian
abjuration of the employment of Armed Forces. It has not,
however, worked out that way. The Indian Government
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